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had no clearly marked cholera here. I know of no other cases
of death from this or similar diseases at this juncture, except the
single one mentioned, and this was a fortnight ago. Carlisle
is abundantly supplied with pure river water, (from far above
the city,) and our common lodging-houses have long been most
carefully regulated. Our operative and poorer classes, too, have
been long, and are, undergoing a process of spreading out, or
popular evolution, which, by giving to each family their own
door and more elbow-room, is clearly productive of immense
good. Between our ancient city and the equally old town of
Newcastle-on-Tyne, there is daily railway communication, by
five trains each way. Cholera rages but sixty miles off, in

Newcastle, more or less since the 31st ult. ; it has latterly been
slaying its five or six scores daily, yet has not in three weeks
got possession of Carlisle, though cheap trips, with goodly
numbers of passengers, pass both east and west. Let the advocates
of contagion or infection (the idea of which is too paralysing to
the non-medical community-too natural to the timid and un-
informed, to need encouragement)-let them examine these
facts, and do the fullest justice to them, since an opposite course
is so palpably unfair, unmanly, and impolitic. An old Indian

army surgeon and his lady have just told me that the natives
have no such idea.

Yours obediently,
Carlisle, Sept. 1853. ROBERr ELLIOT, M.D.ROBERT ELLIOT, M.D.

THE ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sm,-Amongst the various correspondents who have from time
to time addressed you on the wrongs of the naval medical
service, some have adverted to the very " inferior " treatment
our profession receives generally from the Admiralty as com-
pared with the War Office, but none appear to have remarked
the instance I wish to bring before your notice. The inspection
of a military recruit by a civil surgeon has long been paid by a
fee of 2s. 6d. per man ; and of late this has been increased,
temporarily, but liberally, to 4s. for every man passed; 2s. 6d.
as before, for every man rejected. A few civil practitioners hold
a sort of naval appointment as "Surgeons and Agents of Sick
Quarters;" and they, for a similar service, "are allowed one

shilling per man."&mdash;Vide Regulations and Instructions for Sick
Quarters, page 15.
There is an armed force in this country which treats " the

doctors" even worse than the Admiralty. It does not pay for
the examination of its recruits at all ! The army surgeons are
informed, that it " is a part of their duty to inspect recruits for
the Constabulary ; " and when an unlucky civilian placed in
temporary charge of troops asks for his 2s. 6d. for a police
’ recruit, he is told, firstly, " that there are no funds out of whfch
to pay him; 

" 

and, secondly, that it is part of his duty to perform
this service gratuitously !

I am, Sir, your obedient seivant,
Sept. 1853. AN IRISH SURGEON.

COMPULSORY VACCINATION ACT.

DAVID CORBET, M.D.

To the Edotor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-This Act being " law of the land," however lightly

Parliament estimates the services of medical men, it is, I sus-
pect, encumbent upon them to carry out the intentions of the
legislature, and the question arises, how this is best to be done
.both for the community at large, and with fairness to the
members of the profession collectively and individually, as

well in their relations to the public as to each other ! The

problem to be solved is not a very simple one.
.1 have, through the medium of my esteemed friend, the

Chairman of our Board of Guardians, suggested a conference
between a committee of the guard:ans and the medical men
resident in the Orsett Union on the subject. This may give a
hint to others.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Orsett, Sept. 1853. DAYID CORBET, M.D.

LIGATURE ON THE FEMORAL VEIN.

JOHN ADAMS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-On reading an interesting lecture of my friend Mr.

Solly, on the subject of diseased joints, I find allusion made

to the dangers incidental to the placing of a ligature on the
femoral and other large veins in cases of amputation.
No surgeon can hesitate to admit that there is great risk

in tying veins : nevertheless, hitherto such a procedure has in

many instances been necessary to save the loss of blood. I
think that in many, if not in all cases, the necessity of tying
the vein may be obviated by a most simple method. I am-

putated a man’s thigh some time ago by the double flap
operation, as is customary in the present day, and was much
annoyed by the continued haemorrhage from the femoral vein.
The vein was cut through obliquely, as is very often the case
in the amputation by the double gap, and hence a greater
tendency to bleed, as the vessel could not retract within its
sheath ; I therefore divided the vein transversely, but still the
bleeding continued. I now drew the vein forwards from its
sheath, and divided it transversely ; it retracted, but still con-
tinued to pour out blood. Under these circumstances, I
puckered up the sheath itself and tied it, and no further bleeding
occurred. The method is simple, and I think not unworthy
of attention.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
St. Helen’s-place, Sept. 1853. JoHN ADAMS.

THE CHOLERA.

ALTHOUGH this disease is abating irf malignity and fre,

quency in Newcastle, yet the abatement is neither steady nor
satisfactory, for the number of deaths is fluctuating. Amongst
the victims are two medical men-Mr. George Robert Irons, of
the firm of Messrs. Paget and Irons, Savile-row, aged thirty-
seven ; and Dr. Malcombe, who lately commenced practice.
The former gentleman had been without a night’s rest for a
week preceding his death, and for some days had suffered from
diarrhoea. Dr. Malcombe was seized with the malady, and pre-
scribed for himself, but got worse. A medical gentleman was
called in, who found him in a state of collapse, and he soon died.
At a meeting of the Board of Guardians, Dr. Gavin stated

that the medical officers had been instructed to give in returns
daily of the cases they had visited ; but all had not done so, in
consequence of which the returns were incomplete. It was

exceedingly important, however, to procure full and accurate
returns, inasmuch as they formed the basis upon which measures
were to be taken for the saving of human life.

Mr. Greenhow, surgeon to the gaol, made a statement to the
Board to the effect that he had been successful in arousing three
patients from collapse by the external application of burnt

brandy. The cases to begin with seemed entirely hopeless, so
much so that a coffin had been ordered for one of the patients, who
seemed now in a fair way of recovery.
On the recommendation of Dr. Gavin, instructions were

ordered to be given to Mr. T. Oliver to prepare a coloured plan
showing the precise places where the epidemic prevailed on its
last visitation, and also those in which it was prevailing now.
Dr. Gavin believed the plan would show that the cases were
chiefly confined to certain districts.

Dr. Gavin also stated that, by the advice of Mr. Grainger, the
General Board of Health had consented to send down an

engineer to assist in carrying out any arrangements as to

cleansing operations, and the closing of houses unfit for habita-
tion. He also handed in a statement signed by Dr. Headlam to
the effect that he (Dr. Headlam) entirely agreed with Dr. Gavin,
that only one body should be interred in one grave, and that
each grave should be of sufficient depth to admit five feet of soil
upon the coffin and below the ordinary level of the ground, and
that three feet of space should exist between each grave. The
statement was handed in, in consequence of some observation on
Wednesday, to the effect that Mr. Grainger and Dr. Headlam
did not coincide in that view.

Mr. Clayton observed that in the cemeteries they were sparing
of their ground, and would object to three feet between each
grave.

Dr. Gavin stated that he merely spoke from the result of the
most extensive and minute enquirieswhich had been made during
the last few years on_the subject of interments.
The resignation of three assistants in Mr. Winship’s district

was accepted. They objected, it appeared, to the house-to-house
visitation system, as recommended by Dr. Gavin. The latter
said the duty was much more severe than their former duty of
merely looking in at the cases; but it was exceedingly important
to be carried out if the disease was to be stopped. Too many
cases had been allowed to run on to cholera, and he mentioned
that one visitor who arrived by the mail train that morning at
five o’clock, and was set on to No. 2 district a few hours after-
wards, discovered in a short space of time no less than thirteen
cases of cholera which had not been attended by any medical
man.

Dr. George Fife made a representation to the Board to the


